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1. Introduction 
 
 
NRW.INVEST GmbH has been operating the commercial site portal 

GERMANSITE (www.germansite.de) since the end of 1997. GERMANSITE has 
developed into an important instrument for the international marketing of availa-
ble commercial sites.  

 
Since May 2007 GERMANSITE has been available in a completely new look and 
with numerous new functions. The relaunch also affects the database section 

and the content management system with which municipal economic develop-
ment agencies can add and edit commercial zones in GERMANSITE on a de-
centralized basis. A WebGIS component has also been added to GERMANSITE, 

allowing all commercial site offers to be displayed and found in an interactive 
map. A further highlight in terms of improved data flow is the direct integration of 
different regional portals in North Rhine-Westphalia. Due to decentralized data 

maintenance at regional level information is presented in both the regional portal 
and GERMANSITE. 
 

Since the relaunch, the commercial site portal has been continuously extended 
and now also includes the Atlas of the Economy and the Atlas of Industries. In 
addition, further infrastructure data such as research institutes, universities and 

technology centers are provided. The service is complemented by location pro-
files of all towns, cities and municipalities. 
 

These instructions describe all the necessary steps: 
 

�  First you are shown how to navigate the web site, i.e. create database 

queries, and select commercial zones via the map functions.  
�  Then concrete application examples are discussed which lead you step 

by step – like a cookery book – to the result. 

 
To activate GERMANSITE, enter the following web address (URL) in your web 
browser: 

 
http://www.germansite.de/ 
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2. Basic structure and functions 
 
 
2.1 The start page 
 
Under the introductory text on the start page of GERMANSITE you will find three 
blue buttons which lead you to the application's different information levels: 

 
The COMMERCIAL SITES NRW button opens the dialog to the interactive 
search for real estate and plots of land. 

 
Under the button ATLAS OF THE ECONOMY NRW you can view commercial 
sites against the background of economic parameters. 

 
Information about the regional distribution of industries in North Rhine-West-
phalia is provided by the Atlas of Industries, which you can access via the ATLAS 

OF INDUSTRIES NRW button. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Buttons 
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2.2 The graphical user interface (GUI) 
 
The graphical user interface (GUI) of the application is divided into 3 areas: 
search, information on the active object, and map window. 

 
 

 
 
On the left side of the GUI you will find the search dialog  with which you can 

select objects according to physical criteria. The search results are displayed 
below the dialog as a list. 
 

The middle section of the GUI contains a description of the active object  
selected previously from the list or in the map window. Here you will find all the 
key detailed information relating to a commercial site. 

 
On the right is the map window  in which one or several objects are displayed 
graphically or can also be selected. Navigation on the map is possible using the 

toolbar  at the top of the map window. 
 
On the right above the map window there is a button marked "Deutsch/ English". 

You can use this button to switch between German and English language mode. 
 
 

Map window 

Toolbar 

Information on 
active object Search 
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2.3 The Search Dialog 
 
The search dialog can be opened or closed by clicking on the "Search" header 
(drop-down menu). 

 
 

In the different dialog 

fields you can limit the 
search for commercial 
sites by selecting 

physical and content-
related criteria. All 
query options can be 

combined with each 
other. For example, if 
you are looking for 

sites in the city of 
Aachen with a 
maximum distance of 

30 km to the next 
airport, select the 
town/city name in the 

field "District / District-
Free Town" and enter 
"30" in the field "Air-

port". 
 
In the fields "District / 

District-Free Town", 
"Town / Municipality" 
and "Zoning Specifi-

cations", lists can be 
opened by clicking on 

the small triangles and the required entry can then be selected from the list. 

When you have selected a district in the list field, the list then displays only those 
municipalities belonging to that district. In other words, the search dialog is 
context-sensitive. When district-free towns are selected, the list field for 

municipalities is deactivated as no entry is possible in this case. 
 

Drop-down menu 

List fields 

Start search 

Results list 
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In the fields "Area from" and "To" you can enter minimum or maximum sizes for 

the sites. This enables you to search specifically according to certain site areas. 
 
By entering maximum distances you can also include the infrastructure of a 

region in your search. If you enter kilometer figures in the fields "Freeway", "Air-
port", etc., the search will only include those commercial sites which are located 
within the required maximum distance (see example above). 

 
If no commercial site meets the search criteria, the following message appears in 
the results list: "No hits for current search". If the search is successful, the search 

dialog automatically closes to make more room for the search result. You can 
open it again later by clicking on the header (see above). The search result is 
displayed as a list. The number of hits is indicated by the number in the header of 

the results list. The list can also be opened and closed by clicking on the header. 
The results list displays a maximum of 10 commercial sites per page. If the list 
contains more than 10 objects, these are displayed on a new page. The page 

numbers are displayed below the results list. Click on a page number to open the 
corresponding page. 
 

The commercial sites can be identified in the list by their name and location. In 
the map window, all the sites corresponding to the results list are outlined in blue. 
Individual objects can now be selected from the list by mouse click. The object 

last selected is highlighted in the list in blue and is now the active object . On the 
map, the outline of the active object is marked red. Detailed information on the 
active object is shown to the right of the search dialog. If you do not select a 

commercial site, the first object is automatically the active object. 
 
The content of the search fields remains unchanged until it is typed over for a 

new search or deleted via the button "Cancel search results". 
 
 

 
 

When you klick on the button „Cancel search results“ the list and the information 
about the active object are also reset. 
 

 
2.4 The active object 
 

The active object is described by information displayed in the middle section of 
the GUI. Besides the name of the object, you can find information on the pur-
chase price, availability, site area, and area type. Distances to the nearest air-

port, harbours, freight depot or freeway are also given here.  
 

"Cancel search results" button
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By clicking on the "Zoom On Object" button below the information area the active 

commercial site is centered in the map window and displayed at maximum mag-
nification. 
 

 

 

 
With the "Show Exposé" button you can create a printable exposé on the active 
object. In addition to map sections, the exposé provides extensive information on 

the active object, transport infrastructure details, and contact persons. 
 
The exposé contains two "Print View (PDF)" buttons, with which you can create 

PDF documents in English or German. 

"Zoom On Object", "Show Exposé" 
and “View in Google Earth“ 
buttons 

Information on 
the active object 

Red outlined 
commercial site 
= active object 

The active object is 
highlighted in blue in the 
results list 
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Exposé on the 
active object  

"Key" link 

"Print View (PDF)" and "Back to 
Search Result" buttons 

 

 
The exposé contains all the information on the commercial zone that was entered 
in the database. In addition to the key data presented in the active object, text 

descriptions of the commercial zone and information about the municipality in 
question can be displayed. 
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Clicking on the e-mail address of the contact person launches the locally installed 

e-mail program, enabling the interested party to send an e-mail to the contact 
person immediately. 
 

 
 
Clicking on the "Key" link below the map in the main window or in the exposé 

opens the map key which is then displayed below the link. 
 
 

 

 
The link then changes to "Hide Key", which can be clicked to hide the key again. 
 
 

 
 

With the "Back to Search Results" button you go from the exposé back to the 
main page. 
 

Link: e-mail to contact person 

"Key" link 
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Back on the main page there is another button "View in Google Earth" below the 

"Show Exposé" button. By pressing this button you can view the active commer-
cial site in Google Earth, provided that Google Earth is installed on your com-
puter. If this is not the case, the link "Download Google Earth here." leads to the 

Google Earth website, where you can download the program. 
 
 

 
The active commercial site in Google Earth 
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2.5 The map window 
 
The map window consists of an overview map and a detailed map. The overview 
map in the top left section of the map window shows the outline of North Rhine-

Westphalia. When you magnify a map section in the detailed map, this section is 
displayed as a blue rectangle in the overview map. 
 

In the detailed map the commercial zones are presented graphically. The com-
mercial zones are colored differently according to area type. The meanings of the 
colors are explained in the key. To read the explanations, click on the "Key" 

button below the map window. 
 
 

 
 

 

Red outlined 
comm, site 
= active object

Blue outlined 
commercial sites 
from the results list

Radio buttons

ToolbarOverviewmap
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The background maps, against which the commercial zones are shown, change 

with the zoom setting. In the overview and in smaller scales the graphic informa-
tion is more generalized. When the image section is magnified, however, the 
background maps are more detailed. 
 
There is a connection between the commercial objects shown in the results list 
and the areas on the maps. If objects are shown in the results list, their areas are 

outlined in blue on the map (see 2.3 and 2.4). If you select an active object in the 
results list, its outline on the map is marked in red. 
 

A commercial site can also be designated an active object via the map (see 
Toolbar, Display object information). When searching via the map there is no hit 
list. The commercial site which is the active object is then also outlined in red. 

You can then read the information on the active object to the left of the map 
window in the middle section. 
 

Below the map section there are three radio buttons (option buttons). With these 
buttons you can determine whether you want to have a map, an aerial view or a 
combination of both displayed in the background. However, the "Aerial View" 

option is only available in a scale larger than 1 : 10,000. The "Map" option is the 
default setting. 
 

For interaction with the map (dragging, zooming, identifying objects, etc.) you are 
provided with a Toolbar  above the map window containing several tools which 
are activated by clicking. 

 
You can also navigate in the overview map. If you move the mouse cursor on to 
the overview window the cursor icon changes into a hand. If you now click on a 

point in the overview, the section of the detailed map moves to this point without 
changing the scale. 
 

 
2.6 The toolbar 
 

There are two types of tools in the toolbar. Some tools perform a function imme-
diately when clicked. This group of tools includes: "Overview", "Return to pre-
vious section", "Zoom out" and "Help". 

 
However, most of the tools require user interaction. You must activate these tools 
first, then you can perform a particular action on the map using the mouse. 

 
 

Overview:  With this button you can reset the map section to the original 

scale from any view. In the original scale, the entire state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia is shown. This function is activated immediately by 
clicking. 

 
Select objects:  This tool serves to select an object (e.g. a commercial 
zone) for which detailed information is to be shown. The information is 

presented to the left of the map in the middle section of the application. 
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Pan map section:  Using this tool you can drag the image section con-

tinuously in any direction. To do so, move the mouse around the map 
window with the left mouse button held down. When the button is re-
leased the new map section is displayed. The tool remains active until 

another tool is selected. The image section can therefore be moved 
several times in succession without the tool having to be reactivated. 
 

Zoom in:  The map section can be enlarged using the magnifying glass 
function. To do so, hold down the left mouse button in the map window 
to create a rectangle which forms the boundary of the new, enlarged 

section. Alternatively, you can also click briefly on the map. The se-
lected cursor position then forms the central point of the new map sec-
tion, enlarge by a factor of 4. The tool remains active until you click on 

another tool. The function can therefore be performed several times in 
succession without the tool having to be reactivated. 
 

Zoom out:  Using this tool you can reduce the size of the map section. 
By zooming out, the map covers a larger area and provides you with a 
better overview. Unlike the "Zoom in" tool, this can only be done by 

clicking once on the tool. To repeat the function, click on the tool again. 
 
Measure distance:  With this function you can measure distances on 

the map. Determine a starting point first by clicking on it with the left 
mouse button. By setting further points with the left mouse button a line 
is drawn. Each point marks a line segment. Double-clicking on the end 

point ends the measurement. The lengths of the individual segments 
and the total length of the line are displayed on the map. 
 

Move back to previous map section:  Using this tool you can reset the 
map to the previous section. This function is performed directly by 
clicking on the button. 

 
Help:  The Help function provides a brief overview of the functionality of 
the tools. 
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2.7 Controlling the map layers 
 

In addition to the background display 
(map, aerial view, combination of 

both), the application provides you 
with further possibilities to control the 
map contents. To the left of the map 

window you can display or hide a list 
containing different thematic layers by 
clicking on the drop-down menu "Map 

Layers". Check the appropriate boxes 
to display the map layers required. 
 

Not all map layers are visible in all 
scales. For example, main roads are 
only displayed at a higher zoom level 

(from a scale of about 1 : 600,000). In 
the application, the names of the map layers which are not displayed in the scale 
currently selected appear in gray instead of black letters. 

 
In smaller scales some map layers are generalized. For example, in the overall 
view of North Rhine-Westphalia you will find only international and regional air-

ports. Smaller business airports are not displayed until a scale of 1 : 400,000 or 
larger. 
 

When you add or remove map layers the changes do not immediately become 
visible. Only when the map server is requested to transmit a new image is the 
map view updated. This occurs as soon as you change the image detail. If you 

do not wish to change the image detail you can also click on the "Update Map" 
button. 
 

 
2.8 Atlas of the Economy and Industries NRW 
 

The Atlas of the Economy NRW and the Atlas of Industries NRW provide infor-
mation on economic data and developments, as well as the distribution of indus-
tries in North Rhine-Westphalia. Here you can obtain information about the eco-

nomic environment of your chosen sites. 
 
You will find the drop-down menus for the two atlases in the left-hand section of 

the user interface, below the search dialog. 
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Menu control of the 
Atlas of the Economy 
and Industries NRW 

 

 
When you click on the header "Atlas of Industries NRW" a dialog containing two 
list fields opens. You can display the lists by clicking on the small triangles next 

to the list fields. In the first list field you select an industry. In the second list field 
you determine a criterion, e.g. the employment concentration. 
 

When you click on the "Update Map" button your selection in displayed in a color-
graded map for the districts and district-free towns. Other selected map layers 
(see 2.7) are retained in the view. 

 
You can also export or print the map as a PDF document. To do so, click on the 
"Print View (PDF)" button. To return to the normal view, click on "Leave Atlas". 

 
The menu control of the Atlas of the Economy is structured in exactly the same 
way. In the first list field "Main Feature" you select a key economic parameter. In 

the "Specification" list field you can filter the data according to specific criteria. 
 
In a scale larger than 1 : 80,000 the atlases are automatically hidden. 
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3. Application examples 
 
 
3.1 How to find a commercial zone 
 
If you are looking for a particular commercial zone you can begin your search on 
the map or in the search dialog. It is only advisable to search via the map if you 

know the physical location of the commercial site. When searching via the search 
dialog no knowledge of the geographical location of a commercial site is re-
quired. You can also search specifically according to certain criteria, e.g. site 

area. 
 
 

3.1.1 Searching via the map 
 
Step 1: Click on the „Overview“ tool 

Get a general picture by looking at the entire search region. To do so, click on 
the "Overview" tool. 
 

Step 2: Enlarge the section with the "Zoom in" tool 
Then, using the "Zoom in" tool, the map section is gradually enlarged until the 
required area appears in focus. To use the tool, hold the left mouse button down 

and open a rectangle around the map section to be enlarged. 
 
If the section does not show the required area, you can move the map to the 

correct position with the "Drag map section" tool while holding the left mouse 
button down. Alternatively, you can begin your search again in the previous 
section by clicking on the "Move back to previous map section" tool. 

 
Step 3: Click on the "Select objects" tool 
Once the required commercial zone is in focus, the "Select objects" tool can be 

used to click on the site and make it an active object. Detailed information on the 
object is then displayed in the middle section of the GUI. You can then go to the 
exposé via the "Show exposé" tool at the bottom. 

 
 
3.1.2 Searching via the search dialog 
 
Step 1: Open the search dialog 
The search dialog is in the left section of the GUI. If the search dialog is not visi-

ble, click on the blue "Search" header. 
 
Step 2: Determine the search criteria 

The search dialog consists of a number of list and entry fields. The list fields are 
opened via the buttons with the small triangle. Choose the required entry, e.g. a 
district, from the list. If you want to limit your search further, you can enter addi-

tional criteria. All query options can be combined with each other to limit the 
search further (AND operation). If you have selected a district as a search option, 
the "Town/Municipality" list shows only those places which belong to that district. 

The application thus prevents meaningless queries. When selecting district-free 
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towns the list field for municipalities is deactivated as no entry is possible here in 

this case.  
 
Step 3: Click on the "Search" button 

When you have entered all the criteria, start the search by clicking on the 
"Search" button below the entry fields. 
 

The search result is shown under the search dialog. The number of commercial 
zones corresponding to the search criteria is displayed in the header. Under this 
all the sites found are displayed in a list. These sites are outlined in blue on the 

map. 
 
Step 4: Determine the active object in the results l ist 

If you click on a particular commercial zone in the hit list, you make that object 
the active object. On the map, the site is centered and shown with a red outline. 
The detailed information on the commercial site is displayed in the middle section 

of the GUI. 
 
Step 5: Cancel search results 

You reset the results list and the detailed information on the selected commercial 
zone by clicking the “Cancel Search Results” button. 
 

 
3.2 How to print out data 
 

Step 1: Select a commercial site 
To print out an exposé, first search for a commercial site via the map or the 
search dialog. Using the "Select objects" tool, make the commercial zone the 

active object on the map or mark a zone in the results list. Information on the 
active object is then shown in the middle section of the GUI. 
 

Step 2: Click on the "Show exposé" button 
Then click on the "Show exposé" button. This opens a window containing the 
exposé data. 

 
Step 3: Click on "Print View (PDF)" 
You can now create a PDF document in German or English by clicking on the 

"Print View (PDF)" button in the top left corner of the window. 
 
Step 4: Print out the PDF document with Acrobat Reader   

The PDF document can now be printed out using the application in which it is 
opened. To do so, use the print function of the application (e.g. Acrobat Reader). 
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3.3 How to call up information in the Atlas of the 
Economy 

 
Step 1: Open the Atlas of the Economy NRW 

The Atlas of the Economy is located in the left-hand section of the user interface. 
Click on the blue header "Atlas of the Economy NRW". 
 

Step 2: Select data 
Select a parameter in the list field "Main Feature". 
 

Step 3: Select specification 
In the list field "Specification", select an area of the economy for which you would 
like to display the parameter selected in the list field "Main Feature". 

 
Step 4: Display result 
Click on the "Update Map" button to display the search result in the map window. 

 
Step 5: Print map 
If you wish to print out your map, first create a PDF document using the "Print 

View (PDF)" button. The document can now be printed out using the application 
in which the document is opened. To do so, use the print functions of the appli-
cation concerned (e.g. Acrobat Reader). 

 
 
3.4 How to call up information in the Atlas of Indu s-

tries 
 
Step 1: Open the Atlas of Industries NRW 

The Atlas of Industries is located in the left-hand section of the user interface. 
Click on the blue header "Atlas of Industries NRW". 
 

Step 2: Select industry 
Select a sector in the list field "Industry Sector". 
 

Step 3: Select criterion 
Select an entry in the list field "Criterion". 
 

Step 4: Display result 
Click on the "Update Map" button to display the search result in the map window. 
 

Step 5: Print map 
If you wish to print out your map, first create a PDF document using the "Print 
View (PDF)" button. The document can now be printed out using the application 

in which the document is opened. To do so, use the print functions of the appli-
cation concerned (e.g. Acrobat Reader). 
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4. Contact and support 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Organization and content: 
 

NRW.INVEST GmbH 
Economic Development Agency 
of the German State of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) 

Völklinger Straße 4 
40219 Düsseldorf, Germany 
 

Tel.: +49 (0) 211-130 00 0  
E-Mail: germansite@nrwinvest.com  
 

 
 
 

 
Technical support: 
 

GeoDok GmbH 
Jülicher Straße 9 
33613 Bielefeld, Germany 

 
Telefon: +49 (0) 521 – 98 68 84 
E-Mail: support@geodok.de 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Version 2.0 

Stand: April 2010 

Foto: Hans Blossey, Hamm/LEG-NRW GmbH 


